
www.McBayPerformance.com
1-877-337-4177

FRONT COIL SPRING SPACER
2011 / 2012 / 2013

GENERAL INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

Last Revision: 09/11/2026 1 / 2

SPACER THICKNESS DOES NOT EQUAL LIFT HEIGHT
These front spacers produce approximately twice their thickness in vehicle lift, as stated for this kit. Use the size and
lift guide below.

2011   1/2" spacer / 1" lift 2012   3/4" spacer / 1-1/2" lift 2013   1" spacer / 2" lift

! WARNING / COMPRESSED COIL SPRING
The spring is under high compression and may shoot out when released. Using a coil spring compressor and compressing the
spring are HIGHLY RECOMMENDED before disconnecting the upper ball joint. Do not stand near the side of the vehicle while
lowering the control arm.

PREPARE & SUPPORT

1. Read all instructions before installing the lift spacers.
Professional installation is recommended if you do not
have the proper tools.

2. These general instructions cover most vehicles; some
may differ. Refer to a repair manual for the exact coil
spring replacement procedure.

3. Check to see that the spacer kit you purchased
matches the year and model of your vehicle. Spacer
kits may require a spring compressor to install. Ball
joint and tie rod forks may also be useful.

4. Much of the front suspension will be disassembled.
This is a good time to replace worn parts, including tie
rod ends, ball joints, the idler arm and bushings.

5. Raise the vehicle using a jack, and use jack stands
for support at all times.

6. With the vehicle safely supported, remove the front
tires. Work on one side at a time so the other side can
serve as a reassembly reference.

7. Remove the brake caliper from the rotor (usually
attached with 2 bolts inside the caliper or with
press-in clips depending on the vehicle). Do not
remove the brake line from the caliper unless you
intend to bleed the brakes at this time. Set the caliper
aside or tie it up to the frame rail. Avoid pinching the
brake line.

DISASSEMBLE & REMOVE SPRING

1. Remove the tie rod from the spindle using the proper
tools. Do not hit the tie rod itself or the nut on the
threaded portion of the tie rod or it may cause
damage and need replacing.

2. Remove the anti-sway bar from the lower control arm.
This may be a good time to replace the sway bar links
if old or worn.

3. Disconnect your shock absorber completely from the
vehicle whether it is mounted inside the coil spring or
not.

4. Support the lower control arm with a jack just
touching the arm. This will prevent it from dropping
when the ball joint is disconnected.

5. The use of a coil spring compressor and
compressing the coil spring is HIGHLY
recommended before the following steps are
taken.

6. Disconnect the upper ball joint from the top of the
spindle using the proper tools. Do not hit the ball joint
or the threaded end of the ball joint. Once the ball
joint is free the spindle should move easily.

7. Be careful when lowering the lower control arm. The
coil spring is under high compression and may shoot
out when released. Do not stand near the side of the
vehicle during this step. Lower the jack so that the
lower control arm swings down. If the coil spring has
not fallen out on its own, you may need to use a pry
bar from the front of the vehicle to remove it.
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ORIENT & INSTALL

1. Note which end of the coil spring is the bottom, the
depression in the lower control arm and where the top
of the spring seats. Do not switch springs from side to
side; some vehicles have specific right and left
springs.

2. This spacer set mounts on top of the coil spring. The
spacer must sit flush and level on the spring so the
vehicle sits level.

3. Reinstall the coil spring with the spacer on top. If
used, keep the spring compressor in place with the
spring compressed. Otherwise, you may need to
compress the spring before reinstalling it. Ensure the
spacer is on top and the spring seats correctly in the
control-arm pocket and upper spring seat. Follow all
safety rules: the spring will be under extreme
compression.

4. Raise the lower control arm with a jack until the spring
and spacer are aligned and the spindle is high
enough to attach the upper ball joint. Before attaching
it, check the brake caliper and brake-line routing;
some lines run inside the spindle and outside the
spring.

REASSEMBLE

1. With the upper ball joint tight and the cotter pin
reinstalled, remove the jack from under the lower
control arm.

2. Reassemble the components previously removed:
sway bar, tie rod ends, brake caliper and anti-lock
sensor.

3. Repeat the procedure on the other side.

FINAL CHECKS & ALIGNMENT

1. After both spacers are installed correctly, reinstall the
front tires and lower the vehicle to the ground.

2. The vehicle may initially sit higher while the
suspension settles. Carefully back up and drive
forward a few times, using the brakes frequently. Park
on level ground and check the lift.

3. A front wheel alignment is required. Failure to align
the vehicle may cause severe tire wear and pulling to
one side.

APPLICATION GUIDE / ALL SPACERS MOUNT ON TOP

AMC
1964-1969 American

1968-1969 Javelin

FORD
1966-1970 Fairlane

1960-1970 Falcon

1975-1980 Granada

1969-1977 Maverick

FORD (continued)
1965-1973 Mustang

1968-1971 Torino

1968-1971 Ranchero

MERCURY
1960-1977 Comet

1967-1973 Cougar

1975-1980 Monarch

1968-1971 Montego

WARRANTY: Spacers are warranted against manufacturing defects
for the life of the vehicle. Damage due to improper installation or use is
not covered. Warranty refunds are limited to the original order cost.
Labor and other costs incurred are not covered.

DISCLAIMER: McBay Performance, Inc. is not responsible or liable for
damage to vehicles or property, or injury to persons, during installation,
removal or use of the product.


